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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed May 1 6, 2008 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(1 ), which requires the following: (1 ) a list of all patents, publications, 
applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office; (2) U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent application publications listed in a section separately from 
citations of other documents; (3) the application number of the application in which the 
information disclosure statement is being submitted on each page of the list; (4) a 
column that provides a blank space next to each document to be considered, for the 
examiner's initials; and (5) a heading that clearly indicates that the list is an information 
disclosure statement. Specifically, a Notification of First Office Action from the Chinese 
Patent Office for Application 2004-8003677.3 was submitted (in Chinese and in 
English), but has not been listed on any IDS. However, the information disclosure 
statement has been placed in the application file, and the information referred to therein 
has not been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claim 2 recites the limitation "the fitting part" in lines 3-4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes this was 
interpreted as meaning to read "a fitting part." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bullock 
et al.(US 2003/0082416). 

With regard to claims 1-14, Bullock et al. discloses a fuel cell / fuel cell device 
(208, paragraph [0055]; Figure 12) comprising: 

a mounting part (140 & 146, paragraph [0028]; Figure 3) where a fuel cartridge 
(132, paragraphs [0026] & [0028]; Figure 3) filled with fuel is mounted in a detachable 
manner (paragraphs [0026] &[0035]), 

an identification part that identifies the fuel cartridge to be mounted on said 
mounting part (148, 150, 152, 154, 156, & 158, paragraphs [0028] & [0030]; Figure 3), 
wherein sad identification part includes: 

a plurality of terminals (202a & 202b, paragraph [0037]; Figure 3) 
which are connected with the fuel cartridge selectively and electrically 
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(paragraphs [0037] & [0028]) and can be located on the sides of the 
exterior surface of the fuel cartridge (paragraph [0037]), 

a plurality of fitting parts (152, 154, 156, & 158, paragraphs [0028], 
[0033]-[0034]; Figure 3), where said fitting parts further comprise a 
detecting unit (200, 202a, & 202b, paragraphs [0028], [0033]-[0036]; 
Figure 3) that can detect whether the fitting part is fitted into a fuel 
cartridge or not (paragraphs [0028]& [0033]-[0036]), 

selecting parts (148 & 150, paragraph [0028]; Figure 3) that make 
usable one fitting part to be selectively fitted into a specified cartridge 
among said plurality of fitting parts, and that can select one terminal 
connected electrically to a specified fuel cartridge from among said 
plurality of terminals (paragraphs [0028], [0037], & [0055]), 

a judging part that judges the type of fuel filled in said fuel cartridge 
(200 & 126, paragraphs [0008] & [0039]-[0040]; Figure 3) based on the 
electrical connecting condition between said plurality of terminals and said 
fuel cartridge (paragraphs [0035]-[0036] & [0028]), and 

a control unit (126, paragraphs [0025], [0035]-[0036], & [0041]; 
Figure 3) that controls the operation condition depending on the type of 
fuel judged by said judging part (paragraphs [0008], [0025], [0035]-[0036], 
[0039]-[0040]; Figure 7), 

wherein said detecting unit can work when it detects that the fitting 
part is fitted into the fuel cartridge (paragraph [0041]; Figure 7), and 
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wherein said detecting unit can work when it detects that said terminal is 
electrically connected with said fuel cartridge (paragraph [0041]; Figure 7), 
and wherein said fuel cartridge comprises a labeled part (204, paragraph [0044]; 
Figure 9) that is identified by said identification part of the fuel cell (paragraph [0044]), 
where said labeled part can show a filled fuel (paragraph [0044]; Figure 9). 

The following illustration (modified Figure 3 of Bullock et al.) is provided for 
clarification: 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon which is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure is as follows: deVos et al. (US 2005/0079128) discloses a fuel 
storage device comprising a fuel cartridge with connectors which mate with 
corresponding connectors associated with a fuel cell, where said fuel cartridge 
comprises a fuel label; Harris (US 2005/0260465) discloses a fuel cell system 
comprising a fuel cartridge where the shape of said fuel cartridge corresponds to the 
shape of a mounting part on an electronic device containing a fuel cell. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CLAIRE L. RADEMAKER whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-9809. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00AM - 
4:30PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexa Neckel can be reached on 571-272-1446. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

10. L R.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



/Alexa D. Neckel/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



